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DID YOU KNOW THAT TRUE MIRACLES ARE
HAPPENING RIGHT HERE IN NEWTON?Y

Three-vear-old “Gabby” has crawled through the complicated maze at an
indoor play center. Just two weeks before, she had faced a lifetime of blindness.

A young physician from St. Louis studying anesthesiology was suddenly
blinded by a violent allergic reaction and has just seen her husband and nine
year old daughter for the first time. She has been blind for fourteen vears.
(On a recent Dan Rather show she was shown, exclaiming, “So this is what
Harry Potter looks like!” as she examines a cover at a local bookstore.

Trapped in darkness for 30 years since the age of five, Kathleen Rogers
now holds a management position and has fulfilled her dream to become
a photographer of nature,

These are real people with real stories, a few of the hundreds of miracles that

Dr, Perry Rosenthal, founder of the Boston Foundation for Sight, has achieved.
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“Most el our parients are
voing,” Dhr. Rosenthal savs, “in the
|:-ri|.'||:' ol their kife, amd hove no
aibier oplinns o regan vision,
With ous kens we are able o give
them back the potential to rejoin
the madnsiream of sncieky,

“Fhiy come [rom everywhere. In
ofne week we had a medical soudenr
from Jordam, a patient from the
F‘hili.|:lrlin|.'s. and anather from
Ecissdor. All of aur patients s
b referred by doctors and most
have comnieal dissase or damsage that
gur Boston Scleral Lens con treat.”

What D Rosenthal s referring
to 5 a lens that rests
entirely on the white
insensitive tisse of the
eve rather than on the
surface of the cormea.
Covering this scleral tis-
sue, the lens hathes the
cornea i artificial lears
that functéon &8 a virte-
2l bandage that will nos
asphyxiate the cornen
bat will elinminate the
i dd photoscnsitivi-
iy for peeple with cerain
kinals of cormeal drsesse
amd damage, formbg a
aineoth armifcial surface
tor i grosie wision,

“Thecomen,” he BLses
wit 1€i |:I|.|:-|.'||.n. 14 the
mst impoertant lens of
alr eyes, Gt windomy to the cutside workd,
and its surface must be perfectly smooth.
[f it & breegular iv's lke talkimg a comera
lens, scratching it piting it or rubbing
sandpaper over it, When the surface & nis
SImadh, vou can 't take a focused pi-.'lnn'.

“1 15 ks the mast semstve twssue of the
human body. We all knosw how getting &
cinder i vour eyve feels like a boulder, For
this renson many of our patients, especially
thase with inflammatory chssases of the
cornedare ot onky blind bt sufer excra-
clating pain from the mement they wake
until they tall nsluup at n'ig‘11 Mlany
Iecome recluses and five in darkness
where tse ight cannot induce pain. Ous
lenges arg able to provide the cushion of
tears that provkects ther cormea and frans-
focms therr e, We estimate atr leas
HELN paticiats i the United States
alons can benefit from these lemses ard we
are discovering maore all the time”

Al o this began by accubent as |
Biosenthal, who hed come from Canada to
start his resadency in 1939 st the Massa-
chusetts Fve and Far Infirmary, found i

MRKRACLE CURE FOR moOsT

_._

BuUT NOT FOR EVERYONE

MR PERRY BOSENTHAL'S NONPROFIT BO5TON FOURDATION FOR SIGHT has cwred the
tilindriess of more than 500 patients whn kave suffered from many [thauwgh nat af | comeas
d.am.'lg_-.d as aresult of inj.lr'lrﬁ and d=aase, The Fhuﬁl‘.'nn refimates thatl more tham 100,000
pesans acrpss the countny could ke their sight restared through his processes, many
af whiam were glu'l-n na hnFll af rﬂ-g:ini.ng Rmetional wiginn ar findingmrr.l‘ Fram Sdoire £on-
start eye pain and disabing photosensitivity, These include patients suffering from sevene
d.nJ BLes diss 1o TN CRLses

‘While miraculously restering sight for many, however, Or. Basen-
thals merthonds daonnt mﬂnmﬂi?! 0 prrsnns suﬂ:u'i-lg frim éam-

man fanTe of iindnzss suchas macular degenertion and other retis
ral as=aciated problems.

Or. Rosenthal's team has devsloped a patented computerized
d.lﬁigrn"rnanuhﬂuﬁrgpmgﬁm fhat has anabled the Foundation o

achipve a success mte exceeding 90 percent,

bl 1 refuse b pro-
fessor's pequest o
slart a coniact lens
gervice at the inhr-
mary as ghirl af hig
residency program.
"My firsz patient was o college senior
whn hod developed a relatively comman
digense called Keratooonus. He was sent to
e Because it was known that theoseti-
cally o hard contact lens could create a
smenndh lever of tears over the cornea tha
would mask irregularities. | remember
pacing the lenses an his eye for the first
timse, The student laoked up and began
rt'.'||,I||1|:|, the charts = lower and lower, Ti
wis an emotional moament. S0 you i
imagine our disap-
poiniment when his
eves repecied the lenses,
as bl those of our
et paticnis We soon
realized that the prob-
lem was that the
carnea 15 tee only Hs-
aus i1 the horsais body
that breathes by gel-
ting oxygen from the
air rather ||'..III.II1I'IIIJ|.:I1
the bloadstream and
our lenses were block-
i'-"t'. the ::|,||1|1|'r' ol oxw

UMBHACULI IOCARE OUADAUFEL -
OSSIFRAGI IMPUTAT FRAGILLS ZOTHECAS,

g It beame abvious et whiag we el
exd i @ hard plastic lens tsal woals] Al
OxYEC ta pass through in”

The contact lens labs felt that the sofi
comtfacd bens wias the wive of the lulire.
They were not incerested in D, Bosenthals
thevrics, s0 hie got together a small team
aned from 1971 through 1976 he develnped
his frst hard gas-permeable plastic lens
that would beeath. In 1983 he sold the
business to Bausch and Lomb where
I-.u1.|'|' the |'ln.1|.Iu|.'|: Baston Lens Solutsen
may b [ound in every drugstore,

When acrvlic plastic was discovered inthe
late 1980 Rosenthial onoe mare began to
r-!ll:-r.&r-.'h,finding that plastics were beciim-
ing mewe amld maore penmaeable o cxygen.
What if we made scleral
kenses for patients with
diseased corneas, he
wateilered?

In 1936 lw treated
his Arst paticnd with a
crntact bems made with
the gas permealde male-
rizl. The patkent haxd
been scciously njunsd,
sustaIning A mupiured
ey He had posir vassen
i hils second eye. Mow
the miptured ve was
distorted from |'||,::'nt=I



sl togeiher

“Ground on a small hand lathe, we
miacle garr tirst seleral lens almcst mally e
hamel, mevalls Dr. Bosenthal, “ 1 was an onst-
standing success! The nsan i3 still wearing
e e Icn:.l:uf.yg:._lm] bas MW M visicn,

NINETY FPERCENT Success RATE

THE SUCCESS EATE WAS LOW
amd Dacior Rosenthal spend the Lt len
vears developing a compriter technology
that enahled him to precscy custom bt the
shiape of the individual’s eye. Mow patent-
e, Fosenthal’s suocess rate 15 over 90%
aind twe lens was FOW approved i 1994,

The Boston Foundation for Siaht has
evalved, 11 is a nom-profit organization and
aatly recently has Perry Rosmthal started
i take o salary “This s the work | was
meant to do’” he sove " Everything up to

theen was st comimentary. Each procadure
costs close fo SEM0D and as of movw minst
health tnsurers rebese o cover the service.
Yt no one 15 trned away because of thetr
i|Z-.’||"i|il:| Lo Py and a5 @ resalt we aire
|,1|.'p|'n|1|,'|1l on donntions,”

Il Foundation sees between five and
eighit mew patents o week theash some
need o remain for two weeks. They arne
fraem miany wialkes aof [ite, from difterent
worlds, speaking different languages. But

it i walk mles The Boston Foondaiom
for Seghe, you sense the magical atrmios-
phere, The bond that develops betveon the
patienis, the support system and Dir
Rosenthal is almost palpable,

“Horne of vt |.'uu'uuh cry when !Iu:]r
lewve)” b mans, “Theey hag one arother and
evervhody has a camera and takes piciures.
We see the transformation Ay fimkes &
wieek. But every time i happens it s Lke
thee first tiiwe, We are all very lucky™

Tohnsan and Johnsan s recently given
the Foundation a 24600 grant 1o train
doctors at ntber acadenic cemters and the
godl now s 1o establish o network of affil-
iated clinics in this country and abroad
who will be trained by Ir, Bosenthal and
his pear in the highly specialized lens-fit-
ting technology.

*We hive been profiled en Good Mom-
inB_ America, CBS Evening Mews, ﬂr.ra'h
Winfrey's Medical Mirades, Pan Bather, and
seaments an all the major etworks giving
increased public awareness of what we doy”
says D, Rsenihal, “I hasabsi enlarged aair
waiting st of patients greatly”

W ned only 1o look at the smiling
teenager as he holds up his drivers licenss
or listeni t0 @ man whi & seéing movies,
|ﬂ.r|-'.||q.; teriris o ook 19 L ad Ui el
for the first time in 340 years, "1 koow,” he
saye, “that these arz things that most peo-
ple don's think of as being special, bt for
mie a5 a dreim corse true”™ :

The foumdurion’s website = wwew: froston -
Hght.ovg.

T Hosren Fonendaton for Sighe o loeae-
o o 1244 Baydlsion St 02467 Swite 202,
it Chestat FIL Anpone seesing ro
hoconee imnived with the fonmdation ov to
seek prord forssaitor micy aill 617 735
HEs

We are extremely grateful
to the Newton Magazine
for permission to reprint

this article



